famous journalists like Chintamani, Annapoornaiah, Kotamraju'
Rama Rao, M. Chalapati Rao, Iswara Dutt and Khasa Subbarao.
They wrote for English Papers. Annapoornaiah wrote in Telugu.
His powerful pen mobilized the youth, fearlessly criticised the Brit-
ish Government and spread nationalism and socialism.
Even a veteran journalist like Naarla Venkateswara Rao who
introduced innovations in Telugu journalism paid a compliment to
him by saying that he learnt subtlities of Telugu style from Annapoor-
naiah. The thrusts of his pen were some times like a sledge hammer
and at other times, they were delicate like a surgeon's scalpel. When
he attacked the British, he dipped his pen in gall and wrote! we find
in his sketches of patriots and freedom fighters light and heat - clar-
ity of presentation and vigour of view point. Above all he upheld
journalistic ethics by courting imprisonment when he refused to re-
veal the name of the person who actually wrote the offending ar-
ticle! His weeklies were free from the journalistic vices of today -
sleeze, sensation mongering, editorial dependence on the dictates
of news paper barons, publication in headlines the news of no last-
ing significance and reservation of much space for photo graphs of
ministers and powers that be.
Although Annapoornaiah was in jail for 14 years and sacrificed
a lot for the country, he did not get a chance to sit in the Legislative
Assembly. When he contested elections as a socialist, he was de-
feated in 1952. He took it sportingly saying "success or defeat does
not matter. Did we go to prison in the hope of getting political posts?
When we went to jail there was no hope of returning home safe! we
thought of freedom of the country and the future of the nation." He
experienced financial crisis. His wife found it extremely difficult to
maintain the family when her husband was in jail. They had no
money to perform their daughter's marriage. She had no money
even to write a post card to her husband!
The history of a country is the story of its great men. Great men
are not necessarily those who climb to the totem pole of power and
prosperity and hop to the top through pull or push of a god father or